LECTURE ON " FINLAND "                     6&
we all know, by a majority of votes, the Finnish
Parliament has rescinded this law, and it was formally
abolished on the 5th April last, the day I arrived at
Abo, to deliver a lecture there that evening
THE FINNISH NATIONAL MOVEMENT
When the war broke out, Russia tightened her
grip over Finland, and this gave an impetus to the
movement which resulted in the Civil War, and the-
declaration of Independent Finland as a Rebubhc,
In Autumn 1914, the idea of complete mdependance
took a definite shape, and plans were formed for
national effort, and also for obtaining outside help.
200 reliable young Finns were sent to Germany
for military training, and this number gradually
increased to 2,000. The enrolment of "volunteers.
also went on successfully, and all this was kept a
dark secret from the Russians, although the whole-
country was under the supervision of Russian
soldiers. When the Russian Revolution broke out,
and the Soviet Government was established, some
negotiations took place to recognise the indepen-
dance of Finland but did not materialise Hence
we come to the War of Independance, which was-
organised by the Commissariat of the people, headed
by Manner formally Speaker of Parliament. There
was a struggle between the Red and White Armies,
and finally on May 15th and 16th, the last of th&
Russian troups left, and the Finnish War of Inde-